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READING 

WRITING 

LISTENING 

The course has not concentrated on written Russian, but SY writes confidently and with a very 

small number of mistakes (generally only with unfamiliar words and when she is using 

grammatical forms that she has not yet studied in detail).  

She is now ready to start working on writing short emails. However, extensive use of written 

Russian in business situations (reports, etc.) is not a realistic short-term aim for her. 

Her listening skills are good, and listening comprehension has comprised a significant part of 

our lessons. She understands spoken Russian well, although she still finds it difficult to follow 

Russian spoken at native speed, particularly when the subject of the conversation is unknown 

or unfamiliar. She will require significant extra practice before she is ready to operate 

confidently on the telephone and in conference calls. 

SY has excellent reading skills for her level. She reads adapted study texts fluently and without 

difficulty. ‘Live’ (unadapted) texts still present problems, partly because of vocabulary, but 

also because of the complex syntax that is typical of business texts. She needs now to work on 

building her business vocabulary. 



 Course Report: SY [native Bulgarian speaker] 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

SPEAKING 

SY speaks correctly within the confines of the studied material. She has worked particularly 

hard on learning the new vocabulary in the study materials, and is able to use them with 

confidence. There remain some important areas of basic grammar that still have to be 

covered (for example, all the plural forms of nouns and adjectives: she is currently unable to 

speak correctly when using plural forms).  

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER WORK 

In my view SY has made excellent progress: she has covered in 40 hours what we would 

normally expect a native English speaker to cover in around 100 hours. The grammatical 

material covered comprises: five noun cases in the singular; basic verbs of motion; adjectives 

in the nominative case; adverbs; both verb conjugations in all three tenses; situational 

vocabulary and expressions for the telephone, introductions, restaurant. In addition to 

completion of the basic grammatical material of the language, SY now needs to concentrate 

on use of written Russian in emails and use of spoken Russian on the phone. 

TEACHER’S COMMENTS 

SY has put real effort into her lessons. She has learnt the material well, although of course is 

not yet able always to use it correctly in speech. Her Bulgarian is still causing problems 

(particularly with the accusative case and verbs of motion), but she is trying very hard in this 

area, and no longer relies blindly on Bulgarian.  

I certainly hope that she will be able to continue her studies. She needs to complete the basic 

grammar of the language, build her vocabulary, and practise writing and listening skills 

(especially in view of the need to conduct conference calls). 

She would like to continue on a less intensive timetable, and I would support this from a 

learning point of view: she will be able to learn new vocabulary out of class, and will benefit 

from doing written tasks (emails etc.) at home. It may be advisable to do a short period of 

more intensive training on the use of Russian on the phone, but this will be most effective 

when she has completed her study of the basics and increased her vocabulary. 


